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A REVIEW OF THE AFFAIRS o | | 


ee 


The Auſtrian, or Flemiſh „ TON 


have been long ngul by their popu- 
louſneſs and wealth, by their eminence inn 


4 


_ agriculture and arts, by their large cities 
rity of 


aäl2uanꝗd numerous villages. The proj 


| theſe flouriſhing Provinces has been chiefly 
3 aſcribed, and with on, to „ 


ſtitution which they have poſſeſſed through 5 
many centuries. Brabant boaſts of i its great 
4 5 * | 
ee 5 ountries | 
| | 
* : | 
. ; : N ; 
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8 ntries [7 


a ve at all times been tenacious 
af their rights and privileges. At the ac- 


ceſſion of the Sovereign, an oath is impoſed 
and it is not till the Prin 
himfelf by this inaugura 


tates ſwear fealty and 


Provinces were maintained, and the 


B 2 nation 
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e Bot 1119s SA a 
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- | nation by many eminent acts af, loyalty, 155 
made a grateful return for that protection 


which was afforded to their liberties. The 


treaſures of the Flemings were not wanting 
to the heireſs of Auſtria, at that diſaſtrous 


time when her dominions v were invaded * 


1 — ambitious Princes... VE 


The Emperor Joſeph the Soul ho 
ceeded to the Sovereignty i in the year 1780, 0 | 
and during the ſpace of fix years that had 


now elapſed ſince the commencement of his 
reign, this powerful Monarch had ref] pected 
thoſe: privileges, which by the inaugural 1 
oath he was bound to maintain. A Prince 
of an active ſpirit had made alterations in 
all the departments of the State, but his 


plans of reform had rarely encroached on L 


| the conſtitution, and his acts were directed 


to pfomote the public welfare. ; The in- 


duſtry of his ſubjects was encouraged, and 
commerce found as benefit ef the ow all 7 


”; 
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pbſs) offi openin g che navigation of the 
Scheld, the nation had applauded the ſcheme 
 of:a: patriot. King, and regretted that Aa 
meaſure ſo beneficial to his people was, 
defeated by the oppoſition of neighbouring 
kingdoms. The innovations in the depart- 
ment of religion had furniſhed the princi- 
pal ſubject of complaint againſt his admi- 
niſtration, yet ſalutary purpoſes had been 
vuvrought by theſe innovations; the ſenſe of 
the States had accompanied the Prince in the 
firſt reforms of that ſort, and if he had ſince 
ſtretched his prerogative too far, it was 
| hoped that by dutiful repreſentations he 
might be engaged to quiet the uncaſineſs 
of his people on that ſubject. _ 
The year 1787 opened with a more 
inauſpicious appearance. An alarm was 
then excited that the Sovereign had adopted 
a new ſyſtem for governing the Au ſtrian 
Low-Countries, that the liberty of the 
people was in danger, and that an ancient 


5 3 e 
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and venerable 88 was about to be 
invaded in its eſſential principles. Two 5 
edicts, which were promulgated on the 
firſt day of January in that year, reſpecting 
the Tribunals and form of Government in 
the Netherlands, s gave riſe. to this alarm. 
The ſtyle and form of theſe edicts was 

thought to be more ſuitable to an arbi- 


trary Prince than to the Sovereign of a free 


country: the matter and ſubſtance was 
judged to correſpond with the ſtyle. As 
theſe edicts laid the foundation of the 
diſturbances which have ſince agitated the 
Flemiſh Provinces, it is neceſſary that they 
- ſhould be examined with ſome accuracy. 
The firſt of theſe edicts had for its title the 
Eſtabliſhment of new Tribunals in the Auſ- 
trian Netherlands. That the import of : 
this edit may be the better underſtood, it f 
will be proper to explain in what manner 
the conſtitution of theſe provinces has 
ordained that juſtice ſhould be | adminiſtered, 
The example . be taken from the pro- 
vince 1 


an Aus TRIAN NETHERLANDS, = . 


vince of Brabant: © 


The dur ant 


14 


in a free country, and the laws of Brabant 
Had not eee. that important article. 
In Brabant the juriſdiction in the vil - 
lages belongs to the Lord in whoſe Manor 


of "juſtice, is an object of principal concern 


or Barony the village is fituated ; and the 


village Magiſtrates, named by the Lord, and 
aided by the wiſdom of two learned laws 
yers, are the Judges in civil and criminal 
cauſes. In the cities, the juriſdiction, as 
well in criminal as in civil matters, is 
exerciſed by the Magiſtrates of the city; 
who, educated in the knowledge of the 
| laws, and choſen from honourable families, 


com poſe a reſ pectable and independent tri- 
bunal The conſtitution ordains that the 
| Magiſtrates of cities and villages ſhould be - 
natives of Brabant, and ſworn to maintain 
the Joyous Entry. But the ſupreme Tribunal 


of the country is the Council of Brabant, 
whoſe ſeat is at Bruſſels. This eminent 
Tribunal, which has ſubſiſted through 
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4 many ages, and is held in peculiar venera 
tion, is compoſed of nne and a 
P reſident, who is named the Chancellor of 
Brabant. In many 2 the Council of 
Brabant judges in the firſt inſtance, and i is 
alſo. a Court of Appeal in civil matters 
from the ſentence of the Ma giſtrates in 
cities and villages. But the functions of 
this Tribunal are not confined to the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice. © The Council of | 
Brabant acts alſo as a Council of State, and a 
no edict of the Prince can obtain the foree 
of a law till it has been examined and ap- 
proved of by the Judges of this Court, and 
till the Chancellor has affixed to it the 
great ſeal of Brabant, which, for that pur- 
poſe, is entruſted to his care. As the con- 
ſtitution has committed ſo great a charge to 
this Tribunal, the Joyous Entry has accu- 
rately deſcribed the qualities that muſt be- 
long to the Judges of this Court, and has 
_—_ that Too SG ges, with the excep- 
5 | tion 


R ausrRTAN NETHERLANDS. x4 


allow of bend Aha beinstienb 800 Brakes; 
and that the Chancellor, born of lawful 

wedlock in Brabant, ſhould alſo: poſſeſs 

eſtates of a certain value in the _ 
5 vince. 6:1 e e N 
Theſe are che Tribunals: AR TY 
many centuries have been eſtabl iſhed in 
Brabant; and Courts of a like nature, though 
with ſome variation, have admin iſtered | 
juſtice i in the other, provinces, - By the new 

edict of the Sovereign, all theſe ancient Tri- 
bunals were at one blow overthrown and 
| levelled with the ground, and in their place 

-yere erected Courts of Judicature of a new 
deſcrip tion, whoſe order and gradation were 
copied from that which obtains in_ the 
Tribunals eſtabliſhed in, the Auſtrian States 
in Germany and Italy. A ſupreme Tribu- 
nal, whoſe juriſdiction extended over all the 
provinces, was appointed to hold its feat 
at Bruſſels. A new mode of judicial pro- 
ens copied alſo from the practice of the 


))%ͤĩ¾ ¶ os Courts 


\ NING 
/ 
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oute cf Law in other parts of 1 5 


Auſtrian dominion, was to abe inſtituted in 
the Tribunals in the Netherlands. The 


Baron de Martini, a native of the Auſtrian 
Lombardy, was ſent into the Low- Coun- 


tries with the title of Imperial Commiſſary, 


that he might regulate the new Tribunals, 


and that new mode of judicial procedure 
which was preſcribed: the 1ſt of May 
was appointed as the day on which the 


antient Tribunals were to ceaſe, and the 
new Tribunals _ to enter on the admi- 


niſtration of juſtice. 
The ſudden and violent „ of 8 


Tribunals of the country, that were guarded 


by the Joyous Entry and ſecured by the in- 
augural compact, cauſed a general diſcon- 
tent and uation.” : The = GOA of : 


ee The Nobles ant; that 


in the ſuppreſſion of the Village Tribunals 


150 were diſ poſſeſſed of that juriſdiction 
which 
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1 
mich belonged ta them, a n part of 


their patrimony, acquired by money or by 
the blood of their anceſtors, and that no 


compenſation was offered to them for this 


loſs. The cities, jealous of the dignity of 
their Magiſtrates, and poſſeſſing high conſi- 
deration in this country, complained that 
one of their nobleſt privileges was raviſhed 
from them, when the citizens were deprived 
of that fair trial by their Magiſtrates, to 
which they ſafely committed their lives and 
property, and which they claimed as their 
natural right. But the ſuppreſſion of the 
Council of Brabant excited the loudeſt com- 
plaints of the Brabanters. By the ſup- 
preſſion of this Court, not only the benefit 
of this ſupreme Tribunal, as a Court of 
Juſtice, was loſt, but alſo that wholeſome 
controul, which, as a Council of State, it 
exerciſed over the edicts of the Prince, was 
withdrawn. By the new edict, the great 
ſeal of Brabant, to which ſo much import- 


ance 


8 
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ance was apnexed, and which the Joyous 
Entry had ſecured to the Chancellor, a na- 7 

tive of the province, was now to be placed 

in the hands of the Miniſter in the Low- 


Countries, a perſon unknown to the conſti- 


tution, named by the will of the Prince, 


and who muſt naturally be regarded with 

jealous eyes by the friends of civil liberty. 
The conſtitution of the new Courts of Judi- ü 

cature did not leſſen the regret which the ſup- " 


preſſion of the ancient Tribunals had cauſed. 
In examining the conſtruction of theſe new 


Tribunals and their form of procedure, it was 
found that the Judges were not to be taken 


from the natives of the land, and that the deci- 


ion of cauſes was for the moſt part referred 


to a ſingle Judge; it was found alſo that the 
proceedings of the Tribunal were covered 


with an impenetrable veil of ſecrecy, and 
that, ſuitably to the genius of thoſe deſpotic 
countries from which they were taken, theſe 
new Courts of law ſought rather to deter- 


mine 


Brabant. 


1 
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mine cauſes with celerity and diſpatch, than 


to decide according to truth and juſtice. i 
The ſecond edict had for its title, the 


3 Eſtabliſhment of a new form of Government 
for the Auſtrian | Netherlands. By this 


edict, certain councils, that had been an- 


ciently inſtituted for the management of 
public affairs, were ſuppreſſed, and in their 


place was eſtabliſhed a Council of General 


Government, in which the Miniſter was 


appointed to preſide. But in the powers 


that were given to this new Council of 
Government, it was apprehended that an 


attack was made upon the conſtitution in 
an important article, in the authority of the 
States of the Provinces. That this may be 
the better underſtood, it will be neceſſary to 


explain ſome particulars that relate to the 


aſſembly of the States. The example may 


be taken as before, from the Province of 
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The States of Brabant are compoſed of 
the three orders, the clergy, the nobles, and 


the third eſtate, or the commons, who are 


repreſented in this aſſembly by deputies; 
choſen from the three principal cities of 
the province, Bruſſels, Louvain, and Ant- | 
werp. The States are juſtly regarded by the 
people, as the guardians of their laws and ; 
liberty. It is to them that the power be- 
_  - longs of impoſing taxes on the province, 
and no ſubſidy can be granted to the Prince, 
but by their conſent and authority. They 
remonſtrate freely on all the meaſures of 
government, and claim this important pri- ; 
vilege, that no material change can be . 
wrought 3 In the conſtitution without. tne = 
eoncurrence. Ty 
The States of 8 are 3 every C | | 
year at Bruſſels, and their ſeſſion is ſeldom + 
of long continuance : but during their 
receſs, their place 1s ſupplied by a ſelect 
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committee of their own body, two members 
from 
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to give diſpatch to many weighty 0 


* 


States was ſuppreſt, and it was ordered that | 

the office of this committee ſhould: be ew. 

cuted by the Council of 1 7 — 

bore the chief way; ; | 

the States ſhould appear to be en- 
. neglected, they were permitted from 

"their: own. body to name one Deputy, to 

whom a ſeat was granted in the council of | 
government. Though this Dope was 

; 2 named 
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named by the States; Jot it's was. ee 
that he ſhould be approved of by th 
; Miniſter and- Council of: Government, - and 
he was farther to be graced with the title 
of Counſellor to the Sovereign, and to e 
: grarified with a falary from the royal boun- 


given to the authority of the States. It was | 
ſaid, with much ſhew of reaſon, that tlie 


| committee in whoſe place the was ſub- 
ſtituted; that the States could not repoſe 
the ſame confidence in a ſin gle. Deputy, 


| placed in their independent committee, and 


the Council of Government. It was re- 
marked farther, that the appointment nd 
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This alteration was deſtined FI take F 
on the firſt day of O 35182 
1 n the ſuppreſſion of this. committee; "mY 

was thou ght that a dangerous wound was 


Deputy was only a vain. ſhadow of that 


penſioned by the Prince, which they had 


that in effect the whole power of the com- 
mittee was transferred to the Miniſter and 
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ſubſidies to the Prince, and that thus the 
way was prepared for the downfal and an- 
nihilation of the States of the Provinces. 3 
Whilſt the States and the Tribunals were 
thus invaded by the new edicts, a Magiſ- 
tracy was alſo- erected; of which there had 
been no example in that country. By the 
ſecond edict the Auſtrian Netherlands were 
divided into nine cireles, of which the cir- 
cle ef Bruſſels was the firſt, and an Intend- 
ant; with a ſubordinate train of Commiſ- 
firied wab ſet over each circle: The juriſs | 
dictiom of the Intentant) ſet forth more 
clearly by - ſubſequent edi, embraced a 
very wi ſphere. All perſons Who i many: 
department were entruſted with the care of 
public money, wWhet aer Collectors appotitted' 


r 


by the States, Magiſtrates of Cities," Office 
in Diſtricts or Pariſhes, were obliged to ren | 
der an account to the Intendant, and might 
* puniſhed: by him. All who were ſuſ- 
e of defrauding the public Revenue by 


contra- 


; 
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aba practices, or otherwiſe, were to 


be brought before his Tribunal. The PO 


| lice was ſubject to his controul: Even in 
ſome caſes, his juriſdiction encroached upon 
that of the courts of law. The publica- 
tion of edicts, which formefly it had been 
the high privilege of the Council of Bra- 


bant to examine and promulgate, was now 
to be made by the Intendant. As if theſe 


powers had not been ſufficiently ample, a 
large and uncircumſcribed juriſdiction was 
aſſigned to the Captain of the circle, and it 
was required, that all perſons ſhould pay im- 
plicit obedience to his decree; even in caſes 


where he was judged to exceed the bounds 


of his commiſſion. The Intendant was 
armed with a formidable authority in the 
exerciſe of his office. His Tribunal was 
| impowered to puniſh not only by fine and 
confiſcation „but alſo by corporal chaſtiſe- 


ment. The ordinary courts of law could 


take” 1 no cognizance of his acts, and all 


C2 complaint 
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*% 


| complain s againſt him were to be Abend 


to the Miniſter and the Council of Govern- | 


ment. The third of April was the ap- 


pointed day, on which the Intendant was 


to begin to exerciſe his office. 5 =: Yo Tcl 


The fears that had been excited by the 


ribunals and the Com- 


mittee of the States, were raiſed to 4 


much higher pitch by the erection of this 
new W Seeg alſo from the Im- 
perial domini 7. In a country 


which had ſet mch ſtrict limits to the aus 
thority of the Sovereign, men beheld: Witk 


an the large powers th at 8 


given to the Intendant and his Commiſſaries, 
and the wide ſphere of their juriſdiction. 
This large authority ſeemed to them the 


— 


more formidable, that it was in a great part 
; 5 e | 


who, little accuſtomed to power, would be 
more apt to abuſe it. The nation alſo found 


Htlelf degraded by that ſervile and humi- 


liating 


i ef > 


THE AVSTRIAN NETHERLANDS. 24- 


W 


were e to dl inſkct. If e of 
this ſort might be uſeful in rude and bar- 
altogether. 


barous countries, they ſeemed 


unſuitable to the long civilized Provinces of 
lands. But the terrors 


the Auſtrian Nethe 
of this new eſtabliſhment were moſt. aggra- 


vated from this circumſtance, - that while no 


t bounds. were ſet to the power of the 


he. was alſo placed above the 


reach of the laws, and was accountable only 
to the Miniſter for his conduct. An op- 
portunity was thus given, it was ſaid, for 


endleſs vexations and oppreſſions: a ſyſtem 


was framed, by which the Miniſter, actin g 


in correſpondence with the Intendant, might 


exerciſe an uncontrouled tyranny, and that 
fair fabric of liberty, which had ſtood en- 
| tire in theſe Provinces through. a many ages, 
was now capped in its foundations. be 
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Rich were the grounds of thoſe appre- 
| henfions which were excited by the edits 
publiſbed on the firſt of January, and to 
all theſe cauſes of alarm this was added, 
that thoſe edicts, which wrought ſo great 
an alteration in the conſtitution, were pro- 


mulgated without any communication with 


the States of the Provinces. No ſooner 8 


was the 1 import of the .new-ordinances well 
whiderſtood, than the public diſcontent ex- 
preſſed itfelf in ſtrong terms. Loud com- 
plaints were made in all the Provinces, but 
the loudeſt murmurings were heard in the 
Province of Brabant, which has ſo well 
guarded its privileges by the Joyous Entry, 
and which, as the ſeat of government, keeps 
a ſtricter watch over the acts of adminiſtra- 
tion. Evident ſymptoms ſoon appeared 
that a high ſpirited people, trained in juſt 

ſentiments of liberty, would not eaſily ſub- 

mit to thoſe arbitrary edicts. T he States of 


Brabant were not afſembled at the time 


when 
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when eminent were publiſed, but in 


that ſame month of January, the Committee 
of the States, which was now threatened with 
a ſpeedy diſſolution, preſented a ſpirited me- 
morial to the Court of Bruſſels, in which 
having diſplayed the excellence of their 
cConſtitution, and having traced the hiſtory 
of their great charter, the Joyous Entry, 
firſt obtained under the ancient Dukes of 
Brabant, ſworn to and maintained by the 
Dukes of Burgundy, ratified and enlarged 
by the Princes of Auſtria, they proteſted 
againſt the infringements that were made on 
this inſtrument of liberty by the late edicts, 
and declared that no alteration could be made 
in that great charter without the conſent 
of the three Eſtates of Brabant. The 
Council of Brabant, whoſe exiſtence was to 
be prolonged only for a few months, ſup- 


ported by their GR this memorial 
of the Committee. 
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An that gen Al diſcontent ible; now 
ailed in 6 there were 
found many who boldly levelled their cen- 


ſures at the throne itſelf. They ſaid that 


the deſire of unlimited ſway was the com- 


mon paſſion of Princes; that their Sovereign, 


a mighty monarch, was impatient. of the 


bourids that were ſet to his authority in che 
Flemiſh Provinces, and that in introduc 


from Germany, he fought to. eſtabliſh RR 
fame abſolute authority i in the Netherlands, 
which he exerciſed in other parts of his 
dominion. But others paſſed a more fa- 


vourable judgment. They ſaid, that the 


ſlender military force, which was aſſembled 


in the Low- Countries, gave little room to 


apprehend that a deſign was formed againſt 


the liberties of the people; that, from the 


general tenor of conduct which the Sove- 
reign had hitherto kept, it was juſt to con- 


clude, that he had framed theſe edicts ra- 


ther 
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ther dom miſtaken views of public 2908, 


tion ; ape 1 had been debivininil to Kip. 
preſ 8 ob ancient T ribunals from the view'of 
abridging the expence and tediouſneſs of 
trials, and that, from like miſapprehenſions, 
he had been induced to make other altera- 

tions that were complained of; that the 
Prince had been deceived by falſe and par- 
tial repreſentations of things, and that the 
blame of the new edicts ought to fall on 
thoſe Counſellors of the Sovereign, Who, 
. ſecretly wiſhing to adyance their own 
power in the Netherlands, had ſurprized 
the unwary mind of the Prince into raſh and 
Lu: meaſures. 

The - Princeſs. Maria Chriſtina, filter af 
the Emperor, and her huſband, Duke Al- 
bert of Saxe-Teſchen, had been appointed 
Governors-General of the Autan Low- 
Countries ; ſoon after the acceſſion of the 
| Emperor, and had ſince reſided chiefly in 

e the 


wn Bruſſels; and ſet a fair TOY don. 
jugal love, the 
that affection which they had always ex- 
preſſed for the Flemings, with whoſe cha- 
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. Netherlands. The virtues of theſe 
Y which! they ador 


ir courteſy and affability, and 


racter they were well acquainted, ' had 


gained to them the entire eſteem and confi- 
dence of the nation, and no apprehenſion | 


was entertained that the Councils of theſe 
Princes had ſuggeſted meaſures that tended 


to invade the rights of the people. 


he ſame favourable opinion was not ex- | 
; ts to the Miniſter, 'The Mini ſter 0 this = 


time in the Auſtrian Netherlands was the 


Count de Belgijoioſo, deſcended from an an- 
cient family inthe Milaneſe, who had reſided 
long in England as the Imperial Ambaſſa- 


dor, and was thought to poſſeſs in a high 


degree the favour of the Sovereign. The 
Count de Belgijoioſo had for three years 
held io office of Miniſter in the Lo W- 

e , 


was now ch 


rs 
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Countries; where he had not gaine« 

public confiden@; and the blame of having 
counſelled thoſe edicts, which tended ſo 
much to advance the power of the Miniſter, 


ieffy caſt on this Nobleman, 
little acquainted with the laws and cha- 
racter of the Flemings, bred under a deſpo- 
tic government, and who had not learnt 
during his long ſtay in England to venerate 
the principles of a free conſtitution. Some 
of the Flemings, more ſolicitous about their 


own advancement than about the rights of 
their country, were thought alſo to have 


cConcurred with the Miniſter in framing 


thoſe edicts, and ſhared in the odium which 
now fell on that Nobleman. Neither did 


the public cenſure ſpare a perſon eminent by 
his ſtation, the Chancellor of Brabant, 
who had acce pted the office of Preſident of 


that ſupreme: Tribunal which was now to 
be erected at Bruſſels. 


| While 


the 
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Bil the new edicts excited ſuch violent 
& of government 


beats, other unpopular ads 
during the preſent reign now ' underwent 
ſevere review, and added to the nt 
that was ſpread throu gh” the Provinces. 
Among theſe, the en in 1 
matters held the firſt place. 
The reforms'i in religion as I wg Em- | 
peror, though not oppoſed by tumults, 
had yet produced great diſſatisfaction in the 
Low-Countries. The Ecclefiaſtic Order, 
2 numerous and powerful body, complained 
Joudly of innovations that tended ſo much 
to diminiſh their own authority in the State. 
In a country where ſuperſtition {till retains | 
great ſway, that large and liberal toleration, 5 
which was extended towards ſectaries of 
every claſs, gave offence to the zealous Ca- 
tholics. The people, wedded to the tenets 
of their religion, beheld alſo with regret the 
ſuppreſſion of inſtitutions | which they 


had long been accuſtomed to reverence, 
N | and 
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and the diſſolution of monaſteri 


venues were often applied to charitable hon; 


That auſterity, which accompanied the re- 


forms, had encreaſed the prejudices that 
were entertained againſt them. Many of 


thoſe”. ſtately ſhews and proceſſio ons which a 


211 £11 3 


ſplendid religion had adopted as a part of her 
 fites, and which are ſo grateful to the mul 
titude, had been taken away. Even the 
Kerreme lte, that great feſtival of the + lem- 


ings, which, cements the friendſhip: of fami- 


lies, while it unites the villages in ſocial; joy, 
and whoſe return is impatientiy expected by 
the huſbandman as the ſolace of his toils, „ 
had b been Tr rn by too ſevere a decree *, 
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| * A repreſentation 1 was den up. "at this' time By the 
States of Luxemburgh, in which they ſet forth; that near the 


city of Luxemburgh many miracles had been wrought ih the 


Holy Chapel of the Virgin, known under the title of Our 
Lady of Conſolation; that on account of theſe miracles Our 


ea of Conſolation had been choſen Patroneſs of the City 
| and 
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gion were not confined to 
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But the complaints on the ſubject of reli- 
the elergy and 


the multitude; and men of liberal minds, 
| whe wei under the inf uence Log: reli 


* 8 1 : - 
. = 
2. LY. 


and . ff "Ky and # nou ſo ha 


7 as inſtituted in her honour. They deſeribe the order of 


this proceſſion, which was condudted not with the pride 
and pomp of the preſent age, but with the modeſty. and 
ſimplicity of | paſt times. They pray that the edict of the 
Emperor may not be Fm to this folemn feſtival 0 of | 
their Patroneſs ; but th that t the People of that country "may 
be permitted to hog proceſſio (the image of Our Lady 
of Lonſolation through whoſe aid many ſignal benefits 
were! procured. to the city and province of Euxemburgh.. 
Alt may be hoped that the indulgence of the Emperor! has 


* to his Province | the feſtival of Our ir Lady 'of Con- 


2 9 5 . 8 * * * 1 CY 5 4 6 N 
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The rude . en tracks of the See 1 re- 


nowned for their deep and lofty foreſts, extend through a 
large part of the Province of Luxemburgh. The ſuppreſſion 


of the monaſteries has cauſed regret in that rude country. The 


relations from Luxemburgh repreſent, that the traveller, who 


* 1 


now journeys through the Ardennes, miſſes that thelter and 


hoſpitable refreſhment, which he had formerly been accuſ- 
tomed i in theſe ſolitudes to find from theſe fathers of the 


* 


convent. 


wür 


5 worthy of an' enlightened n 
ing to the benefit of ſociety, had yet been 
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: gious bigotry, had ſeen with apprehenſion | 


the advances: that had been made towards 


: arbitrary power in the e of OP << 
ſiaſtical reform? 1800 5 


The e of: convents," a reform 


purſued by ſteps that were not ſuitable to 
tlie conſtitution of a free country” In the 
beginning of that reformation, the Sovereign 


had addreſſed himſelf te the States Of the 
Provinces; and che firſt monaſteries "that 
ed: In the Low Coun tries, Bad 
been ſuppreſſod with the aſſent of the States, 
and in Brabant under the ſanction oft the 
Council of Brabant. But the ſume atten 
tion had not ſince been obſerved. A great 


| were ſuppreff 


number of monaſteries. had been ſu ppreſſed 
by the ſole com adliof! the Prince, and 
Ye: religious houſes that remained had reaſon 
o apprehend that they were ſoon! to fall by 
the ſame Imperial mandate. In this procced- 


: 15 8 
Ss; | 


- | : ing 


os and tend 
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E ing it was ſaid that, he! — bad en 
that the eee ee were protected by 
the laws of the A and that the conſti- 
tution did not permit theſe religious commu- 

nities to be diflolved without the eonſent. * 
the States. ee 510 5653 of Of 

Thelands ofthe ſuppreſſed convents gave alſo, | 
TY foundation for a complaint again : Govern 
+ ment... The lands belonging to the ſuppreſſed : 
monaſteries in the Lo Countries were com- 
puted in value to exceed a million ſterling: 
A portion of the revenue of theſe eſtates 


Seen cho were diſmilled from the 

but a: the lender penſions allotted to 
4 exhauſted only a ſmall part of 
1 5 3 1 Aſſurances had been given 
| that the e f thn ſupper; convents 
=. pris fale;! when the ſums were deducted 
. chat were allotted to the religious, ſhould be 
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laid out in public eftubliQunents that might : 
compenſate for thoſe large charities ' that 


were withdrawn by the ſuppreſſion of mo- 


naſteries. But theſe engagements had not 


been fulfilled. The lands remained unſold 
and mixed with the royal demeſnes: the re- 
venues that they yielded had been conſi gned 
to the care of Commiſſaries appointed by 
the Sovereign , and the religious Coffer * com- 
mitted to their charge, had not been always 

faithful, as it was ſuppoſed, to its truſt. 


| Theſe circumſtances had given riſe to ſuſ- 


picion and diſtruſt. It was ſaid that the 
Crown ſought to advance its power upon 
the ruins of the Church, that the royal 
demeſnes were to be augmented by the 


eſtates of the ſuppreſſed convents, and that 


the Sovereign in purſuing this plan, might 
by degrees draw into his own treaſure the 
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theſe Provinces, eee e to N weg- 


diene ſterliggg log 


The conduct that 401 been ahem with 
n to the Abbies, the moſt opulent 
and ſplendid. of the religious houſes, had 


encreaſed . theſe jealouſies. Many of the 
Abbies in the Low Countries confer on their 
Abbots the right of fitting in the Aſſembly 


of the States: in Brabant, in particular, 
the order of the Clergy is repreſented en- 
tirely by Abbots. No abbey-houſe had been 
ſuppreſſed, yet a practice had been intro- 


duced, by which that ſplendid right which 
they poſſeſſed had in many caſes been evaded. 


On the death ot an Abbot, the Government 
had named no ſucceſſor, but had given the 
abbey to be held in commendam, | and when 


A commendatory was thus appointed, had 
taken no ſteps to ſupply the abbey with its 


proper Abbot. This practice had drawn 
much cenſure on Government. A wrong, it 


was ſaid, was _ to the abbeys which 


were 


va 


4 
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were diſa ppointed of their joſe right, and 


to the States who were deprived of a part 


of their members: a plan was adopted, 


by which the firſt order of the States of 


: Brabant might be filently extinguiſhed, and 
thus a precedent was eſtabliſhed that might 
be of moſt dan gerous conſequence to the 


remaining orders of that aſſembly: It was _ 
objected farther, that this proceeding was 


contrary to the laws of Brabant, as the 
Joyous Entry, jealous of the rights of the 
Abbots, had expreſsly declared, that no 
| abbey in that province could be given to 
be held in commendam. | 
| Theſe were the articles in the 1 


cal reform that had raiſed the fears of men 


who were not influenced by low ſuperſtition. 


It was now eaſy to be ſeen, that the reſiſt» | 


ance to the meaſures of Government would 


acquire a great force from the grievances in | 
religion; while the friends of civil liberty 


beheld, in the innovations in religion, the 


52 ſame 
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fame characters of arbitrary power, which | 


were more fully diſplayed in the new edicts, 
and while the clergy, not inſenſible of the inva- 
ſion of civil rights, would alſo willingly join 


in an oppoſition, by which they might hope to 


uphold the Eccleſiaſtical Order, now ſink- 
ing with a rapid decline in 3 Auſtrian 
—:. 88 e 
Mean time the public nn en- 
creaſed as the time drew near when the 
new: arrangements were to take place, 


when the Intendant was to aſſume his 


employment, and the new Courts of Juſ- 
tice were to open their commiſſion. 


The apprehenſions of arbitrary r 
gathered ſtren gth, and reports were ſ] pread, 

that the edicts were only the forerunners of 
greater evils; and that the military enrol- 
ment and territorial impoſt, io unfriendly 


to agriculture and commerce, were to be 


cſtabliſhed under the direction of the Intend- 
ants, 


1 


%. 


dants, in the Low Countries, as in the Im- 
perial States in Germany. The effect of 
theſe apprehenſions began already to ſhew ) 
itſelf in the decay of commerce, and the 
decreaſe of money in circulation. The 
myſterious language and arbitrary conduct 
of the Miniſter tended to confirm the 
fears that prevailed among the people.* 
In this alarming ſituation, that ſpirit of 
the Flemings, which has often been exerted 
in the ſupport of liberty, began to rouſe 
itſelf. Men of gallant minds were found 
in all ranks of the State, who took counſel 
together, and, undiſmayed by that con- 
flict, which they were to hold with mighty 
. * The decline of | commerce having cauſed a dimi- 
nution of the, cuſtom duties, and that diminution. 
being aſcribed to the practices of contraband deal- 
ers, an order. was iſſued, by which the Revenue 


5 Officer was permitted to fi re upon any perſon, who, 
when he was called upon to ſtop, did not inſtantly 


obey. 
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power, determined to withſtand ws 


ſway in its firſt advances. 


In the month of March the RN is 
the Nations of Bruſſels drew up a ſpirited 
memorial, which they preſented to the Ma- 
giſtrates of that city. The great cities in 
the Low Countries have always been diſ - 
tin guiſhed by their zeal for freedom, and on 
many occaſions have, maintained a conteſt 
againſt the power of their Princes. By the 
conſtitution - a large ſhare of influence be- 
longs to the cities. In Brabant, as it has been 
remarked, Bruſſels, Louvain, and Antwerp, 
the three principal cities of the Province, 
elect the Deputies who repreſent the Com- 
mons in the Aſſembly of the States, and no 


ſubſidy that is granted by the States can 


take effect, till the conſent of theſe princi- 
pal cities has been duly obtained. The 
Companies of Arts and Trades form a chief 


Member of the city, and include = —_ 


number of reſpectable citizens, who poſſeſs 


eminent 


n 
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eminent privileges, in a country celebrated 


for its early ſkill in arts and manufactures, 
Theſe companies at Bruſſels are formed into 


nine Bands, or Nations, each of which has 


its diſtinct Ruler or Syndic, and the Syndics 


of the Nations, now acting in the name of 


a large body of reſpectable citizens, took an 
active and import part-in the PETR) of 
public liberty. 1 1 


* * # 5 
F * 10 1 1 


The e, of, hs Syndics v was drawn | 


up in that bold ſpirit of freedom, which 
had characterized the great cities in paſt 
times. Having rehearſed at full length the 
inaugural compact by which the Sovereign 


was bound, they repreſented the manifold 
violations of that compact by the late 
edicts,” the ſuppreſſion of the ancient Tri- 


bunals, the invaſion of the authority of the 
States, the inſtitution, of an order of Intend- 
ants and Commiſſaries, inveſted. with a 


greater power than the conſtitution gave to 
the Sovereign himſelf. In * ſuppreſſion 
. D 4. 08 
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ibunals, they lamented the « over- 


held a principal place in the State, and the 
fate of their great cities, that were now de- 
prived of privileges, which they claimed as 


their natural and independent right: they 


complained alſo of the wrong done to the 


Nobles, who were diſpoſſeſſed of their j u- 
riſdictions without a juſt price, and of the 


injury which a great number of perſons had 


ſuſtained, who were diſmiſſed from employ- 


ments that they held in the Courts of Law, 
from which the Joyous Entry had declared 


that they. could not be removed. With the 


wrongs in civil matters they combined the 


grievances in the article of religion, the ar- 


bitrary ſuppreſſion of convents, the ſpoil of 
the religious houſes, the holding of the ab= 
beys in commendam, contrary” to the laws 
of Brabant. They ſet forth the miſtruſts 
and jealoufies which had ſeized the minds 
of men, and had already cauſed the decline 
of 
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[ah commerce; wah having . that 
the late innovations were wrought without 
the conſent of the States, they boldly aſ- 
ſerted that remarkable privilege of Brabant, 
which declares that if the Sovereign ſhall 
infringe upon the articles of the Joyous En- 
try, his ſubjects ſhall be releaſed from all 
duty and ſervice, till due n tion has been 
made for ſuch infringement. 

_ Whilſt the Syndics by this bold memo- 
rial rouſed the courage of the nation, two 
unwiſe and arbitrary acts of the Miniſter 
encreaſed the general diſſatisfaction. 

| - Louvain, one of the three principal cities 
of Brabant, is alſo the ſeat of an ancient 
and ſplendid Univerſity, whoſe numerous 
colleges are richly endowed . The Univerſity 
of Louvain has long been noted by its at- 
tachment to the Papal See, and this reve- 
rence to the Supreme Pontiff has not recom- 
mended it to the favour of the preſent reign, 
which with great reaſon has ſought to cir- 


cumſcribe 
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cumſcribe the authority of the Pope. Some 
reforms had been made at Louvain by the 
Sovereign, with an intent. to advance the 
intereſts of learning in that Univerfity, which 
| was anciently more celebrated a8 a ſeat of 

literature than in the preſent age; and theſe 
reforms had extended even to the ſacred ſci- 
ence of theology, A general ſeminary was 
erected at Louvain for the | udy of theology, 
which had formerly been taught in particu- 
lar colleges in that Univerſity, and in ſemi. 
naries eſtabliſhed in each dioceſe. under the 
! eptnrenoatonranhb 
liſhed, by which it was required, that the 
youth of theſe provinces, ho were intended 
for holy orders, (excepting the province of 
Luxemburgh, which had its diſtinct ſchool 
or ſeminary) ſhould repair to Louvain, to 
purſue their theological ſtudies in the gene · 
ral ſeminary. At the ſame time, with a view 
of enlightening the Flemiſh clergy, who 

have not been thought. to poſſeſs the moſt 
; liberal 


a, 


A 
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| liberal ſentiments in matters of religion, a 

rector and profeſſors were ſent from Foy 
many, to whony the charge was committed 
of the general ſeminary, and the care of in- 
ſtructing the youth that were deſtined for 
the holy miniſtry. This new eſtabliſhment, 
in which the public opinions and prejudices 
had been too little reſpected, had occaſioned 
much ill-humour in the Low- Countries. 
The Biſhops remonſtrated that their rights 


were invaded, when the youth deſtined for 
the ; eccleſiaſtical profeſſion were withdrawn. 


from thoſe ſeminaries, in which they had 
formerly ſtudied under their inſpection. The 


academic body of Louvain complained of the 


intruſion of ſtrangers into the Univerſity, and 
of the ſuppreſſion of thoſe colleges in which 


theology had been formerly taught. A 


powerful cauſe was alſo found to fix an odi- 
um on this inſtitution. Suſpicions were en- 
tertained that the purity of the Catholic 
Faith was in danger, and that the profeſſors 
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of the ſeminary, who had come from the 
fartheſt parts of Germany, where the Pro- 
teſtant opinions prevailed, were about to in- 
ſtil unſound doctrines into the minds of the 
= Flemiſh youth. Theſe ſufpicions were con- 
1 when it was found that the rector, 
| the Abbe Stoeger, had compoſed an Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Hiſtory, in which he had ſpoken 
| with leſs reverence of the decrees of the 
Pope and the Councils, and with greater re- 
ſpect of the Proteſtant. Divines, than was 
thought becoming in a Catholic Prieſt. The 
Flemiſh Provinces, which boaſt beyond all 
countries of poſſeſſing the Catholic religion 
in its higheſt purity, were diſturbed by this 
report which was ſpread concerning the 
new School of | Theology. 857 The zeal of 
Louvain was kindled, leſt that holy faith, 
+= which ſhe had ſo long preſerved without 
_ ftain within her walls, ſhould be defiled by 
the foul taint of hereſy; and the ſtudents 
in the new ſeminary, 1 againſt 
their 


* 


\ 


THE AUSTRIAN N ETHERLANDS. 1 45 


their teachers, had committed irregularities 
which it had been found ne to "OP 5 


by military power. 


But in conſequence of the new dic 


eh had been publiſhed, the Count de 
Bel giojoioſo iſſued an order to Fa ther Gode- 
froi d'Aloft, ſecond Viſitor of the Capucliiith 
at Bruſſels,” requiring him to fend the young 


ſtudents of his order, to be educated in that 


' ſeminary which had been eſtabliſhed for 
theology at Louvain. Father Godefroi, 


impreſſed with 'a ſenfe of the danger to 
which the young Capuchins might be ex- 
poſed from the heterodox doctrines of the 
German profeſſors, refuſed to comply with 


this order, and expreſſed his refuſal in fa- 


natical enough terms, in a letter written in 


Latin, declaring that he choſe rather to en- 
dure perſecution for the ſake of the truth, 


than to obey the unlawful commands of 


Princes. The Miniſtry of Bruſſels, irritated 


by this refuſal, commanded F * Gode-. 
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froi d'Aloſt to depart from Bruſſels in twen- 
ty-four hours, and to quit the dominions of © 
the Emperor in the ſpace of three days. | 
This unwiſe meaſurs tended to encreaſe 
that ill- humour which was already ſo much 
diffuſed through the Low-Countries. Whilſt 
it gave a new ſubject of complaint to the 
zealous in religion; and ſtrengthened the 
| prejudices that were entertained againſt the 
{ſeminary of Louvain, it added alſo to the 
apprehenſions of arbitrary power. The laws 
of Brabant ordain, that no perſon ſhall be 
puniſhed but in due form of law, and by 
the ſentence of a Magiſtrate, and the Mi- 
niſter, in inflicting exile on the diſobedient 
Monk, noſed. pre which cb ogh- 
ſtitution did not permit. | 
be "A 
minds of men againſt the meuſurcs of Go- 
vernment. 
| Mr. de Hondt, an eminent merchant of 
Bruſſels, and a man of ek cha- 
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nter, had held a contract for ſupplying 
the army in the Low- Countries with fo- 
rage. The term of his contract was ex- 
pired, and his accounts had been examined, 
liquidated, and cloſed, when, upon a ſuſ= 
picion, that unfair practices had been com- 
mitted in the department of Contractors 
and Commiſſaries to the Army, a charge 

was brought againſt him before that tribunal 


nt Bruſſels, to which the cognizance of ſuch 


cauſes belonged. Mr. de Hondt made his 
replies to this charge, and the affair was 


proceeding in the due courſe of law, when 


by a mean artifice on the part of Mi- 
niſtry, he was enſnared into one of the 
public offices belonging to Government. 


Here he found himſelf a priſoner, ſur- 


rounded by an armed ſoldiery, and after a 


confinement of ſome hours, was forced into 


a. carriage, and though labouring under a 
5 W indif "PW tion, was tranſſ ported by 


a rapid 
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a rapid Jouridey; in chains, iv under an 
armed guard, to * FER L792 
This flagrant violation of the e 2 ex- 
cited an univerſal indignation. - The. Joyous 
Entry has expreſs]y declared, that no native 
of Brabant can be taken out of the Pro 


Vienna. 


vince to be tried by a foreign Tribal, 


and the people of Brabant have at all times 
zealouſſy maintained that privilege. No 
other crime was alledged againſt Mr. de 


Hondt, than that charge of peculation, o 


* 


Tribunal, and upon which it was expected 


that the Judges were ſoon to decide. 
In vain was it ſaid that Mr. de Hondt 
was ſubject to military law. A Merchant | 


*of Bruſſels, who was not enrolled in a 
military corps, nor had taken the military 
oath, could not be judged to have forfeited 


the rights of a citizen, becauſe he had held 


a contract for ſupplying the army with 
forage. The terrors 1 arbitrary potver and 


military 


8 — yo . —— —— — ey + err rc er re ͤvH——— ̃ ͤ — — 


# 3 . Ip 3 oo, 
THE AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS. - 49 


military government now acquired double 
force, and it ſeemed beyond a doubt that 


the chains of deſpotiſm were forged for the 


' Flemiſh Provinces. Madame de Hondt 
addreſſed a ſpirited memorial to the States 


of Brabant, who were now about to be 


aſſembled, in which, havin g ſet forth, in 
ſtrong terms, the violation that was offered 
to the conſtitution, in the acts of violence 


exerciſed on her huſband, ſhe called on the 


States to aſſert her cauſe, and to diſcharge ; 
their duty, as the guardians of the rights 4 


and privileges of the people. 


The eyes of all men were now Go on - 


| the States of Brabant. That aſſembly was 


convened at Bruſſels, in the month of April, 


and by their vigorous proceedings, ſoon gave 


proof that they were animated with a warm 
zeal in the cauſe of liberty. When they 
were requeſted with the uſual forms, in 


the name of the Sovereign, to grant 55 


the N * they refuſed to 
treat 
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| freak on the ſubject of ſubſidies, till the 
grievances of the people were redrefled. 
They next iſſued orders to all collectors 5 
and receivers of the public revenues, by 
which they forbade them, under pain of : 
ſuſpenſion from their offices, to pay obe- 
dience to the commands of the Intendants 
or their Commiſſaries. When by theſe 
ſteps they had ſhewn the temper by which 
they were actuated, they proceeded to vin 
dicate the rights of the conſtitution in a 
ſpirited remonſtrance, addreſſed to the Prin- 
ces, the Governors-General of the Low- 
Countries. In this remonſtrance, having 
declared it as their undoubted right, ground 
ed on ancient practice, that no material 
alteration could be wrought in the conſti- 
tution without their conſent, they enume- 
rated the various infringements that had 
been made upon the conſtitution by the 
late edicts, publiſhed without any com- 
munication with the States. \ They traced, 
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in particular, the violence which was of- 


fered to the Joyous Entry, by wreſting the 
ſeal of Brabant from thoſe hands to which 
the conſtitution had entruſted it, and placing 
it in the hands of the Miniſter ; the 
mockery that was put upon the States, uy. - 


the ſubſtitution of a ſingle Deputy, in the 
place of their Committee; the ſervitude with 
which the Provinces were threatened from 


the powers beſtowed on the Intendant and 


| his Commiſlaries, They recited the violent 

acts in matters of reli gion, ſo nearly akin 
to the arbitrary decrees of the late edicts ; 
particularly the wron g that was done to the 


States, in withholding from them the Ab- 


bots, a part of their members. T hey de- 
ſcribed the afflicted ſtate of the country, of 
vhich the Syndics of Bruſſels had held up 
a juſt picture, and the apprehenſions that 
had ſeized all ranks! of men; and added, 
that theſe apprehenſions were no longer 
vain forebodings, , but * the reign of deſ- 
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potiſm and military government was already 
begun, and had diſplayed itſelf in the vio- 
| lence exerciſed on Mr. de Hondt, forced 
from his dwelling by an armed ſoldiery, and 
carried away, contrary to the laws of Bra- 
bant, to be tried by the T ribunal of another 
| country. | They repreſented the fatal effects 
that were ſoon to be a pprehended from the 
eſtabliſhment of this arbitrary ſyſtem, the 
fall of commerce, the emigration of citi- 
| ZENS, the deſolation of flouriſhing Provinces, 
whoſe riches and credit had been ſo often 
employed with ſucceſs in the ſervice of the 
Houſe of Auſtria. Having reaſoned on 
theſe topics with great force of thought and 
expreſſion, they beſought the Govenors- Ge- 
neral to apply ſome remedy to the growing 
diſtreſſes of the nation; and concluded, by 
declaring, that the States of Brabant, whilſt | 
they retained juſt ſentiments of duty to their 
Sovereign, yet « could not ſubſcribe to edicts, 
into which he Hag been ſurprized, and 
| * | Wien 


Pt 
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which were no leſs contrary to his true 
intereſts, than they were inconſiſtent with 


his inaugural engagements. 

The Court of Bruſſels was Abies by the 
vigorous meaſurẽs of the States of Brabant. 
The Miniſter at firſt had recourſe to au- 
thority, and ſought to intimidate the States 


into a compliance with the requiſitions of 


Government ; but the members of that 
aſſembly were not to be ſhaken by menaces, 
and they perſiſted in their refuſal of grant- 


ing ſubſidies till grievances were redreſſed. 
They ſoon proceeded to give new proofs of 


their firmneſs. Mr. Vandernoodt, a coun- 


ſellor of Bruſſels, and an eminent advocate 
in the cauſe of liberty, having addreſſed 
a Treatiſe to the States, in which, from 


ancient records, he elucidated the conſtitu- 
tion of Brabant; the States ordered this 


Treatiſe to be read in their aſſembly, and 
gave thanks to the ingenious writer for his 


E 3 Vindication 


! 
: 
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vindication of the rights of the people. The 


new edict had ordained, that on the firſt day 
of May the ancient Tribunals ſhould ceaſe, 
and the new Tribunals ſhould begin to act: 

but the States forbade the Council of Bra- 


bant to pay regard to that injunction, and 
| commanded that Tribunal to maintain itſelf : 
in the exerciſe of its functions. The 


Council of Brabant, though now excluded 
from that ſtately edifice which the city of 
Bruſſels had erected as the ſeat for that 
Tribunal, yet faithful to the command of 


the States, continued to act with full ex- 


ertion, and boldly declared, that the pre- 
tended new Tribunals were ſet up againſt 
law, and that their acts were to be held void 
and of no effect. 7 

Whilſt this vigorous oppoſition aroſe in 


the province of Brabant, the ſame ſpirit of 


freedom alſo diſplayed itſelf in the other 


Provinces. The States of F Flanders, whoſe 


committee 
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committee had not been inactive in the cauſe 
- of liberty, drew up at this time an eloquent 
memorial, addreſſed to the Sovereign in his 
Council of Government for the Low- 
Countries. In this memorial, whilſt they 
rendered juſtice to the virtues of the Prince, 

- they remonſtrated with a manly freedom | 
againſt the violent meaſures of Government. 
They recalled the engagements which the 
Sovereign had contracted as Count of F lan- 

ders, and ſet forth the infringements upon 
their liberties, by the ſuppreſſion of their 
tribunals and their committee, by an odious 
Intendancy, that new-erected idol before 
which all knees were required to bow, by 
the arbitrary diſſolution of monaſteries, and 
other violent acts. In enumerating the 

| wrongs of the Provinces at large, they re- 


cited the particular grievances of Flanders, 
the moſt opulent of the Provinces poſſeſſed 
by the Houſe of Auſtria in the Low- Coun- 

5 ˙ r 
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Kies They lamented that the Sovemign 
had withdrawn his confidence from the 
States, the — Counſellors of the 
Crown, who, from their knowledge of local 
circumſtances, were the beſt fitted to adviſe 
with regard to ſchemes of reform, and 
without whoſe conſent the laws did not per- 
mit any important innovations to be made. 


* In their complaints of the ſuppreſſion of the ancient 
Tribunals, they remarked, that by the late edicts, the ſeat 


of the Superior Tribunal, or Court of Appeal of Flanders, 
was removed out of the bounds of the Province: they af- - 


firmed alſo, that no leſs a number than 8000 perſons in that 


Province, had ſuſtained an injury in their private fortunes, 


from the abolition of the ancient Tribunals. In their re- 


preſentations concerning the ſuppreſſion of monaſteries, they 
recited the early merits of the religious in that country, by 
whoſe toils the rude plains of Flanders were firſt brought 
into cultivation, and whoſe monaſteries had laid the foun- 


dation of ſome of her moſt celebrated cities. 


The Nobles of Flanders, who for more chan a century 
had been excluded from the Aſſembly of the States, now. 
took their place in that Aſſembly, and added force to the 


repreſentations of the States, A 


\ 


They 


—— 
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They Wes the diſtreſſes that find al- 


ready fallen upon the people, and the greater 


| miſeries that awaited them, if an arbitrary 
ſtem was eſtabliſhed ; and praying the So- 
vereign to avert thoſe evils, they addreſſed 


him 1 in the following terms: 

c Deign, Sire, to. caſt a favourable eye 
on the inhabitants of one of the moſt 
fruitful, and formerly one of the happieſt 
Provinces of Europe, which contributes 
more than any other Province in the Ne- 
therlands, to the ſubſidies which are paid 
to your Majeſty. That precious conſtitu- 
tion which is now about to be violated, 
has wrought through many ages, the proſ- 
perity of Flanders; the foundation of its 
populouſneſs and induſtry, of its manu- 


factures, commerce, navigation, and agri- 


culture, of its large and ſtately cities, of 5 


its numerous and crouded villages, where 
activity and eaſy competence are diffuſed. 
Every . around us atteſts this truth, 
but 
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«© but . 1 of this 8 1 
would ſoon deprive us of all thoſe advan- 


tages, and produce a ſcene of general 
diſorder. 1 
© Your Majeſty has SO. to give a 


* 


* 
5 
\ 


proof of your paternal goodneſs to that 
. part of your ſubjects, who in your here- 
« ditary. dominions languiſhed under the op- 


preſſion of a ſhameful ſervitude. You 
have reinſtated them in the dignity of men, 
© from which they ſeemed to be fallen; a 


4 


pledge for us, that you will not caſt back 


K 


100 a like Bate of ſetvitude and degrada- 


a 


tion, a people, who long ſince emerged 


* 


from it; a people who have always been 


K 


A 


Princes, who in commerce and agricul- 


* 


ture have been, as it may be ſaid, the in- 


* 
A 


ſtructors of the other countries of Europe, 


A 


who have equalled or, ſurpaſſed in arts or 


* 


letters, the nations who have the moſt ex- 
celled in them. The eminent works of our 


A 


maſters 


diſtinguiſhed by their attachment to their 


8 maſters are ſought for through all Europe. 


Every where they have | eſtabliſhe d hs 


reputation and glory of the F lemiſh 
* artiſts. 

_ © Deign, Sire, to re-eſtabliſh among us 
peace and tranquillity, unhappily ba- 
© niſhed by that anxiety, with which all 
« perſons, whether civil or eccleſiaſtical, 
© are now filled, from the invaſion of their 


rights and privileges. We demand only 


* things that are juſt and due, and aſſured 


to us by the oath taken at your e 


« tion, | 

The States of H aynault joined their voice 
to that of the States of Brabant and Flan- 
ders, and aſſerted the ample rights and fran- 
chiſes of that Province, obtained from the 


ancient Counts of Haynault, and confirmed 


by ſucceeding Princes through many ages. 


In particular, they maintained the dignity of | 


the Supreme Tribunal, the Council of Hay- 


nault, which has its ſeat at Wa and 


lays 
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lays claim to high privileges of a very dn. 


- cient date: and with the ſame firmneſs 


which had been diſplayed in Brabant, they 


_ commanded the Judges of the Council of 


Haynault to remain in the execution of their 


office, notwithſtanding the royal edict which 


had been iſſued for the ſuppreſſion of that 


Tribunal. The States of Namur and Lux- 
3 were prepared to act with the ſame 


real, as ſoon as they were aſſembled. At 


the ſame time, remonſtrances were drawn u p 


by the Nobles, by the Magiſtrates of cities, 


and by other ranks and orders of men; who 
with one conſent proteſted againſt the vio- 
lation of the conſtitution, and re- claimed 


their ancient rights and n 8 


The 


* A remonſtrance of the Nobles and Notables of he 


| Chatellenie of Oudenarde, a diftri& in Flanders, in which 


| they arraigned the late edits by which they had been diſ- 


poſſeſſed of their Ficken, a ſplendid diſtinction, no leſs 


than a valuable. part © of their patrimony, contains the fol- 


2 


| lowing paſſage addreſſed to the Sovereign. 


15 The 
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vr 15 Court of Bruſſels was filled with 
perplexity by that firm oppoſition which was OY 
© The principle and form of thoſe edicts, Sire, are 80 | 
« leſs contrary to your intereſt than to your glory, for there 
_ © is no greater glory than that of reigning over a brave, a = 
4 free, and a loyal people z a people, who by an inviolable | j be. 
: attachment, have always manifeſted their gratitude to = 
their Princes for the protection of their rights and privi- 
« leges; a | cans who entered with eagerneſs under the 
s laws of the Houſe of Auſtria, and the Emperor Charles 
5 the Sixth, at the time when the riyals and enemies of that 
. Houſe applied all their might to withdraw them from her 
© obedience; whoſe zeal and love for their Sovereigns 


# fince that memorable æra, far from diminiſhing, has al- 


e ways acquired new ſtrength; witneſs the ſervices which =. 
5 this faithful Province rendered, when jealouſy had armed | 1 
s ſo many powers againſt the rights of your. auguſt mother 2 


8 Empreſs Maria Thereſa; witneſs the zeal with which 


; Flanders opened her treaſures in the war of ſeven years, 


* when the Eccleſiaſtical Communities, not ſatisfied with 


© concurring with the reſt of the country, diſtinguiſhed 
* themſelves by particular aids; witneſs the more recent 
© conteſts with Holland, when the grant of extraordinary 

$ fums voted for the ſervice almoſt kept pace with the de- 


$ 1 Let it not be ſaid, Sire, in the annals of your 
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now en on all fides to ariſe againſt the 
meaſures of Government. The States of 
Brabant animated by the general voice of 
the nation, renewed their inſtances in more 
prefi ng terms with the Governors- General, 

that they would take ſome ſteps to quiet the 
fears of the people. The Miniſter now 
found himſelf obliged to depart from that 
ſtately carriage and myſterious reſerve, 
which he had hitherto affected. Con- 
ferences were held with the States, and 
conceſſions were made in ſome flight parti- 
culars, and fair aſſurances were given with 
regard to objects of greater moment. But 
the Brabanters were aware of the arts of 
an Italian ſtateſman, and placed little confi- 


* slorious reign, that the ſuppreſſion of the rights and pri- 
© vileges of your faithful Flemings has been the reward of 
© ſo many ſervices,” | b ; 

The noble ſentiments and animated expreſſions that are 
| found in many of the remonſtrances, which were drawn up 
at this time in favour of public liberty, do honour as well 


to the genius, as to the free ſpirit of the nation. 
_ dence 


83 


P 
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PI in 4 Miniſter, who fought chiefly to 
protract and to elude by ſpecious promiſes» 


The Syndics of Bruſſels ſupported the States 
of Brabant in their firmneſs. The Syndics 
were now ſtrengthened by the cities of Ant- 


werp and Louvain, whoſe Incorporations 
impowered them to act in their name, no 


leſs than in that of the Incorporations of 
Bruffels, and thus poſſeſſing the largeſt ſhare 
of the authority of the Commons, . were 
enabled to exert themſelves with greater ef- 


fect. The Clergy and the Nobles, the twa 


firſt orders of the States, having expreſſed 
an inclination to reconcile in ſome degree, if 


it were practicable, the views of the Sove- 


reign with the principles of the conſtitution, 


the Syndics ſignified, in the name of thoſe large 
bodies which they repreſented, that they were 
determined to admit no alteration in the ar- 
ticles of the Joyous Entry. The States ad- 
hered'to this determination, and repreſent- 
ing to the Court of Bruſſels, that they could 
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not conſent to any innovation Inf the conſti- 
5 tution, declared that they were not diſpoſed | 
to waſte time in vain conferences and 8 fruit- 
| leſs negotiation. The ferment in the Pro- 
vinces encreaſed. As the Governors-Ge- 
-neral delayed to give any folid ſatisfaction, 
that delay was imputed to the arts of the 
= | Miniſter, and drew a greater odium upon 
HE him. The Syndics b held forth that ancient 
ſtatute of Brabant, which has declared it to 
dee lawful to apprehend and . puniſh any. 
perſon, who ſhould obſtinately perſiſt in ob- 
ſtructing the public good. The Miniſter 
began to be apprehenſive for his own ſafety. 
| The Chancellor of Brabant, who had been 
not obſcurely pointed at in the remonſtrances 
of the Syndics, withdrew himſelf from the 
| 5 . Low- Countries. The public heats in no 
= wiſe abating, the States of Brabant at length 
declared to the Princes, the Governors- 
General, that unleſs meaſures were ſpeedily 
taken to Gatisfy the juſt demands and allay 
© the 


* 
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the 2 of: the people, the States muſt 
make uſe of that authority which belonged 


to ben ble: fave . the ooaſtitutigg; from 


The e Albert, a i Maria Chat 
had ſeen with concern the growing diſ- 
contents of Provinces which they had;lon 8 
governed with tranquility, and which: had 

always teſtified a dutiful attachment to 
them. They had now cauſe to apprehend, 
that unleſs a ſpeedy remedy was applied 

to the diſturbances of the State, a dangerous 


inſurrection might enſue. They knew that 


the People nouriſhed a eee pirit of 


wittake! the nes vigorous | meaſures, as 
that it was in a great part to be aſcribed" to 
| the diſcretion. of the popular leaders, that 
they had not yet riſen into tumults. In 
this ſituation, the Princes judged: it neceſ- 
| fary-to'conciliate-the nation by ſatisfactory 


conceſſions ; and whilſt they declared, that 
PTS CE, 1 8 425 the 
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Sovereign, in framing: the late edias, 
bad cl fon viavs uf public good, they 


prepared to ſuſpend the execution: of ordi- 


nances which had created ſo much diſſatis- 
faction. By their decrees, that order fo 


much deteſted, of Intendants and their 


aries, was ſuppreſſed till the will 


of the Sovereign was known. The neu- 
© Tribunals, which had been fo lately opened, 


were that, and the ancient Tribunals were 
called upon to reſume their functions. Fa- 
ther Godefroi d Aloſt was recalled from 


extle, and it was promiſed that a pplication 


thould be made to the Court of Vienna, 
Me.ide Hondt might be ſent back into 
Brabant. As the Princes found: that the 
States of Brabant were not yet ſatisfied, 
and that the minds of men were poſſeſſed 
with doubts and jealouſies, they at length, 
* he goth-of May, an auſpicious day for 
he liberties of the Lo-. Countties, accedec 
io the wiſheß of the people in their full 


9114 . extent. 


F. 
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extent. By an important decree, publiſhed 


On that | day, : they declared that all EN : mges 
ments, which were in any reſpect contrary 


to the Joyous Entry, ſhould, be entirely ſet 


aſide, and that due reparation | ſhould-- be 
made for all infringements upon that ſacred 


charter. They expreſſed their hopes, that 


the Sovereign would ratify this declaration, 
and promiſed to employ their good offices 


at the Imperial Court for that purpoſe, 


They conſented alſo to remove from their 


Councils, all perſons» whoſe conduct had 


rendered them obnoxious to the States. 


This ample: declaration diffuſed an univerſal 


the Syndics, haſtened to expreſs to the 


Govenors-General their ſenſe of this im- 
portant benefit. On the enſuing day, when 
the Princes graced the theatre with their 
preſence, they were received with loud ac- 


clamations, and verſes compoſed- in their 
_ were recited on the ſtage. 


The 
multitude 
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- multitude gave way to the moſt extravagant 


tranſports of joy. The ſame aſſurances, 
with regard to liberty, which had been given 


to the States of Brabant, were extended to 


the other Provinces, and inſpired the ſame 


ſatisfaction and contentment. At Mons, in 
Haynault, the citizens, in this moment of 
triumph, could not be reſtrained from 


. celebrating the ancient Kerre meſſe, though 
that feſtival had been beer a Im- 


e Decree. 


Whilſt theſe important events 1 8 


in the Low- Countries, the Sovereign of the 
Auſtrian Netherlands was in a far diſtant 


part of Europe. That Monarch had de- 


parted from Vienna in the month of April, 


in May eaſtwards, to the ſhores of the 
Euxine Sea, for the ſake of an interview 
with his ally, the Empreis of the Ruſſias. 
The Empreſs at this time made her trium- 
** entry into the Crimea, that noted 


e „„ peninſula, 
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peninſula, which ſhe had anda: from the 
hands of the Turks, and which made ſo 
great an acceſſion to her dominions. The 
in terview; of two powerful Sovereigns and 
allies, whoſe councils have ſo great an 
influence on the affairs of Europe, took 
place at the new city of Cherſon, ſo named 
from the ancient Cherſoneſe. The ſubject 
of their conferences drew the attention of 
neighbonring Princes; but the Turk beheld 
With jealous eyes the near approach of the 
Empreſs of Ruſſia, and while ſhe thought 
of introducing commerce and arts into this 
fruitful, but neglected country, he ſecretly 
meditated to diſpoſſeſs her of this i new 
dominion, and to reunite the Crimea to his 
ethplipe; + 57 7 B e 
The joy of the F was hind 
with diſquietude, till the Emperor ratified 
that declaration which had been made by 
the Princes; and the abſence of the Sove- 
mo from his States, e an obſtacle 
P4371 £64107 har oll 
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to that completion of their wiſnes. ak 
Prinoe de Kaunitz, the wiſe and mad 
Miniſter” of the Imperial Court, repreſented 
the vaſt ſpace by which the Emperor was 
ſeparated from his own dominions, - and 
whilſt he expreſſed hopes that the Sovereign 
might not be unwilling to comply with the 


—_— of his e B the States to 


his capital. A 8 a waa: now 
elapſed before the Emperor returned to 
Vienna. During that interval the Provinces 
of the Low-Countries were in great agi- 
tation and ferment. The States of Brabant 
remained aſſembled, and the Syndics conti - 
nued to hold their meetings. All ranks of men 
teſtified great impatience to obtain the rati- 
_ fication, and an extreme ſolicitude to guard 
the rights of the conſtitution. The States 
of Namur and Luxemburgh, that were now 
convened, joined their remonſtrances to thoſe 
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'of _ other States, ad; e the 
cCharters granted by their ancient Princes; 
required, in earneſt terms, the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of Weir liberties. At Bruſſels, and 


in all tht principal cities, the Burgeſſos 


formed themſelves into volunteer companies, 
and diſplaying banners, and aſſuming an 
uniform, and a cockade, that bore the en- 


ſigns of the Province, were trained i in the | 


{kill and exerciſe of Arms. 


The Imperial Court was perplexed. by the 


accounts which were received from the 
Low Countries. The Prinee de Kaunitz, 
| who, had formerly reſided as Miniſter in the 
Netherlands, and had left a grateful re- 
membrance of himſelf in that country, 
ſought by lenient meaſures and fair alda 


E OE. 


yet hs ACh of this Minifter pies not 


always work the. deficed effect. Mr. de 
Hondt was now ſent back by his command 


0 Brudſels, chat he might be tried by the 


F 4 _ Tribunals 
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Tribunals of his own country; but this 
ſiatisfaction to the violated laws of Brabant, 

was the leſs acceptable, on account of ſome 
expreſſions by which the Miniger ' ſought 

uſtify the violence exerciſed on de Hondt. 

The Prince de Kaunitz, in the ſame diſ- 8 
patch, having alſo. made uſe, of certain 
terms, declaring his hope that the Sove- 
reign would be willing to concur with the 
States in making amendments in the con- | 
ſtitution; ; theſe expreſſions gave fo much 
umbrage, that the Governors-General were 
obliged to publiſh a declaration, in which . 
| they expreſſed their opinion, that no inno- 
vation was intended, and that an unlimited 


ratification would be © granted by” the Sove- 
reign.. | 


The Provinces of the Low-C HA en as 
appears in this records of their ancient hiſ. 
tory, in their conteſts 'with their Princes, 
have ſometimes been tranſported by their 
zeal for liberty ene the juſt bounds of 


moderation! ; 
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n and ſomewhat of this temper 
may be diſcerned at this time in the conduct 
of the States. As the Governors-General 
had yielded to all the wiſhes of the people, 5 
and as the abſence of the Sovereign from 
his dominions neceſſarily occaſioned a delay 
of that ratification which was ſo much 
deſired, the reſpect that was due to the 
Throne ſeemed to require, that no ſteps 
ſhould be taken that might wound the 
authority of the Sovereign till his reſolution 
was known. The States of the Provinces 
appear in ſome inſtances to have departed 
from this temperate conduct, and particu- 
larly to have been much ſwayed by the 
clergy, whoſe influence had increaſed in the 

5 progreſs of the troubles, and who were wil · 

ling to improve that power which they had 

acquired. The Seminary of Louvain, which 
had given ſo much offence to the Eccle- 
fiaftics, and to the zealous multitude, was 
now ſuppreſſed, as was alſo that of Luxem- | 


bark. 


—— ———— — 


burgb, and the profeſſors were diſmiſſed 

from their charges. The Governors-Gene- 

ral were called upon to exerciſe the rights | 
of the Sovereign, and to name Abbots 
without delay to the vacant Abbey- houſes. 
Tho States of Brabant, obſequious to the 
Pectefiaftics, and difgracing the cauſe of 
liberty by ſuperſtitious zeal, required that 
all the convents which had been ſuppreſſed 
ſhould be re-eſtabliſhed, not excepting thoſe 
convents to whoſe ſuppreſſion the Council 
of Brabant had given its ſanction. The 
States of Namur preſented an addreſs, pray- 
ing that the noble edict in favour of tolera- 
tion, which will tranſmit the reign of Joſeph 
the Second with honour to future times, 
might be revoked®. But e in thele 


. 


* A great MES of pieces were ' publiſhed at this | 
time, written by the Prelates, and others of the clergy in 

the Low-Countrics, which diſplay in ſtrong colours, the 
temper of the Flemiſh Eccleſiaſtics. The high pretenſions 
. of che prieſthood in times of ignorance, the ſovereign and 
7 | | independent 


4 
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1 > 


| nb; the States of the Provinces appear 
to have acted too much by the impulſe of 
n | | | the 


independent authority of the Church, the infallibility and 
fapremacy of the Roman Pontiff, are ſtrenuouſſy maintained 


in theſe writings, The Emperor is arraigned in ſevere 
terms, as having aſſumed in ſpiritual: matters, a power 
which was not entruſted to the Princes of the earth, The 
edict on toleration, and that favour which is extended to 
Proteſtants, is a ſubject of ſevere reprehenſion. No part 


of the reforms made by the Sovereign in religion eſcapes 


3 heavy cenſure, Among other charges, it is made a erime 
to this Prince, that he has permitted Catholics and Pro- 


teſtants to intermarry, that he has forbidden thoſe who are 


 Inclined to the monaſtic life to take the vows before the 

age of twenty-five, that be diſpenſes with keeping faſt on 
Saturday, that be withholds indulgencies from he fouls that 
are in purgatory, _ 

The illiberal tenets af. narrow bigotry and ancberilible 
zeal, are found in the pieces that are written from Lou- 
vain... The mild philoſophy of the preſent age, which has 

gradually abated the rancour and bitterneſs of religious 
ſets againſt each other, ſeems to have made little impreſſion 
on the univerſity of Louvain, which piouſly devotes the 
Proteſtants as victims to everlaſting puniſhments. The 
reforms- that have been made in the colleges are attacked 
ai violent inveRtives, The General Seminary | is ſtyled 

the 


\ 


* 


o — a FR. oy 
rr 


WG At REVIEW: or THE Arralns or 
/ 


the 883 and Aeg in other ref Pede 


Up may be Se to have exceeded the 
595 / - bounds 


the New Babylon, the Den of Thieves, the Haunt of Vene- 


mous Serpents. It is imputed to the Abbe Stoeger, that 


he is wanting in reſpe& to the Supreme. Pontiff, the vicar 


of | Jeſus Chriſt ;| that he holds not in due reverence the 


merits of the 'monaſtic life, the worſhip of images, the 


penitences of Lent; that he praiſes the writings of perverſe _ 
SeQaries and Proteſtants, whilſt he neglects that immortal 
work, the Acts of the Saints, compoſed by the Bolandiſts, 
in fixty volumes in folio. Not only the theological books 
that were ſelected for the uſe of the General Seminary, 
were judged to contain unſound and pernicious doctrines; 
the books of natural hiſtory, which by the new plan are | 
to be introduced into the ſtudies of Louvain, are ſuſpected 
alſo as dangerous to the Catholic Faith: Even three of the 
claſhcs are found to contain the poiſon of here. 
The pieces written on the. ſubjett of religion fink the 
character of the nation, whilſt the writings in favour of 
civil liberty exalt it. It would ſeem that the Emperor had 
good cauſe for attempting to reform the theological ſtudies 


at Louvain, though that reformation has not, perhaps, been 


poeſued by means the moſt diſcreet, + 
The States of Flanders draw an argument againſt the 
toleration of Proteſtants i in a Catholic Country from the 
exumple a the Proteſtant nations, and particularly of Eng- 
land, 
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badkds! of abba, yet it en to 


the honour of the nation, that at this time, 
 when'the minds of the people were agitated 


by high paſſions and ſtrong reſentments, no 
violent commotion took place in any part 
of the Netherlands. A flight tumult which 
broke out at Antwerp was immediately . 
a 
In the bmg os Jus the Hg 
hb to Vienna, but his return did not 
give that ratification which the Provinces ſo 


earneſtly expected. In the proceedings in 


the Netherlands, this Prince had: conceived 
that the authority of his Goyernment had 
been too boldly invaded, and the dignity of 


the Crown. too little reſpected ; and ſoon af- 
ter his return to Vienna, he addreſſed a diſ- 


land, that ſtill keeps in force the penal laws againſt Papiſts, 
and excludes her citizens of the Catholic communion from 
all employment civil and military. Yrs be 
Pudet hæc opprobria nobis 
Et dici ea .c et non potuiſſe Pell 8 
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patch or mandate to the States of his Pro. 

vinces in the Low- Countries, in which he 
took the ſtyle of an offended Sovereign. 
He expreſſed in ſtrong terms, his ſurprize 

and diſpleaſure at thoſe violent and intem- 
ich the States had adopt- 
ed, and that bold defiance which they had 
given to his authority; declaring, that he 


| had never intended to ſubvert their conſtitu- 


tion, and that in his edicts he had ſought 
only to correct ancient abuſes, and to make 
ſalutary reforms. He required, as a proof 


of obedience, that the States of each Pro- 


vince ſhould ſend deputies to Vienna to lay 


their ſubjects of complaint at the foot of the 
Throne, profeſſing that he retained the ſen- 
timents of a father who knew how to par- 


don the errors and temerity of his ſubjects, 
but threatening them with ſevere chaſtiſe- 


ment if they Won refaſe to pay. this mark 


of reſpet. He fignified farther, that he 


had called the Princes, the Governors-Ge- 
5 neral, 


1 
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\ neral, to Vienna, that they might mediate 


between him and the States, and that he had 


alſo ordered the Count de ee to re- 


pair to that capital. 
The mandate of theEmperor gave a dil - 
appointment to the hopes of the Fleming, 


who now found that the ratification was 
not to be obtained ſo ſoon as they had flat- 


tered themſelves. But if the firm language 


of the Monarch inſpired a greater degree of 


reverence for the royal authority, it did not 
| kinder the Provinces from teſtifying their 


diſſatisfaction with the contents of the royal ; 


diſpatch. The States of Brabant com- 
plained of the miſrepreſentations that were 
made of their conduct, by which the Sove- 
reign was withheld from granting that rati- 
fication which they had ſo good cauſe to ex- 
pect, and by which their zeal in defence of 


their liberties was corfieacd into revolt and 


diſaffection. They expreſſed their ſorrow 
that the Princes were recalled from a coun- 


3 


4 


where their preſence was ſo neceſſary to 

ſerve tranquility and good order; neither 
dd they conceal their diſcontent that they, 
were required to ſend Deputies to Vienna. 
The Syndics called back to remembrance 
the unhappy reign of Phili p the IId. and the 
fatal events that took place, when Margaret 
of Parma was recalled from the Low Coun- 
tries, and when Deputies from the Provinces 
were ſent to the Court of Spain. But it was 
thought beſt to give that proof of obedience 
which the Sovereign required, and in a 
General Aſſembly held at Bruſſels, it was 
determined that Deputies: from the States 
ſhould. be ſent to Vienna, charged to expreſs 
the loyalty of the nation, and to repreſent 
their grievances, but not empowered to bring 
matters to any concluſion without the au- 
thority of the States. In the end of july 
the Princes departed from the Low GC oun= . 
e followed by the general regret and 
good wiſhes of the Provinces. The like 


regret 


\ 
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-- regret did not follow the Count de Belgi- _ 8 
_ ojoioſo. The Deputies of the States alſo ſet | 
out on their Jolrney to Vienna, and the Pro- [| 
vinces now flattered themſelves that this : es i 
mark of ſubmiſſion would wipe away all : 


: | ſuſpicions of diſloyalty, and would x procure 
that ratification which was ſo much the 


-object of their. wiſhes. The an ss 0 
/ Murray, deſcended from a Scottiſh family, 
5 / 9 0 „„ 3 
an Officer who had ſerved with reputation in | 
the Auſtrian armies, and who for ſome — 
years had commanded the forces in the Low- . l 
Countries, was declared Governor of the x | 
Netherlands, during the abſence of the bl 
Princes 4 
G But 6 
| * Colonel Robert Mu rray, a native of Scotland, and father 1 
of the Count de Murray, went over with King William to bl 
the Low-Countries, where he was appointed to the com- { 
mand of a regiment in the ſervice of the States General, and | | : 
to the government of Tournay. A gallant action was per- 1 
formed by Colonel Murray, in the defence of the city of > ll : 
Bruſſels againſt the EleQor of Bavaria, in the year, 1708. ä 1 : 
The 1 
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But no ſooner had the Neputies ſet out, 


: "nk intelligence was received that the Impe- 
rial forces in Germany were in motion, and 


that a mighty army was deſtined to march 


into the Low-Countries. The battalions 


were enumerated that were to be employed 


on this ſervice, with the Generals who were 
appointed to command. The route was 
deſcribed by which theſe armies were to hold 
their way, and leave for their free paſſage, it 
was ſaid, had been obtained of thoſe Princes 

throu gh whoſe dominions they were to ad- | 
vance: One regiment, the regiment of Ben- 


der, already drew near to the frontier of the 


Netherlands, and was ſoon to be followed 


by numerous battalions.— This intelligence 
cauſed a violent agitation in the Low- 


Countries, and men according to their differ- 
ent characters beheld theſe military prepara- 


The Brabanters now repreſented to the Count de Murray, who 


was born in Flanders, the ſervices which his father, a native 


of Scotland, had er rendered to the Low-Countries. 


tions 


Fi ; 5 
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tions in a different light. There were ſome 

who thought that the Sovereign, irritated 

by the fights which had been put upon his 

authority, was now determined to ſupport | 

his edicts by - military power, and did! 

nothing leſs than abſolute dominion in the 

Low-Countries. Poſſeſſed with this idea, in 

the approach of the German armies they 

called to mind the march of the Spaniſh 

troops in former times under the Duke of 

Alva, and anticipated in imagination the hor- 

rors of civil conteſt, that unequal war which 

the F lemings were to wage with the mighty 

armies of the Sovereign, the overthrow of a 

tlie conſtitution, the emigration of citizens, 

the deſolation of a fruitful country, But 
others reaſoned differently concerning thoſe 
Imperial armies of which fame had ſpoken ſo 

loudly. They ſaid that reliance ought to be 

placed on the aſſurances of a Sovereign, who 

had declared that he had not ſought to ſub- 

vert the ancient conſtitution, that a brave 

Prince would not with to make the firſt 

G 2 ebay 
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eſſay of his: arms in e over the 
liberties of his ſubjects, and that if the 


refiſtance which the Flemiſh States had op- 
poſed to the royal authority had in ſome in- 
ſtances been deemed to exceed due bounds, 
yet. theſe exceſſes might eaſily be pardoned in 
anation whoſe rights had been ſo manifeſtly 
invaded. They added, that ſound policy, 


no leſs than the diſpoſition of the Sovereign, 


would incline him to follow mild and 
moderate meaſures with regard to the Low- 
Countries. On this head they inſiſted, - that 
though the Flemings ſeemed unable to con- 
tend with the force of the Auſtrian armies, 
yet a wiſe Prince would be unwilling to 
kindle in any part of his dominions a flame 
that might not be ſo eaſily extinguiſhed, chat 
the reſiſtance of a country which contained 
three millions of ſubjects was not to be too 
raſhly provoked, and that the hiſtory of the 
Belgic provinces already afforded the ex- 
* of States, that with a ſeemingly 
| | flender 
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fender force, had baffled the power of - the 


' moſt formidable Monarchy in Europe. They 
remarked farther, that 'the provinces in the 


Low-Countries were far diſtant from the 


ſeat of the Auſtrian Government, that if 
they were ſubdued they could not be held in 
ſubjection but by numerous armies, and that 
mindful of their ancient liberty they would 
not fail to take the firſt opportunity of 


ſhaking off the yoke of ſervitude, an op- 


portunity which would not long be wanting 


to them from the wars in which the Sove- 


reign might very probably be ſoon involved ” 
in a remote part of Europe. They noticed 


alſo in particular the vicinity of theſe pro- 


vinces to the kingdom of F rance, which had 


through ages maintained a rivalſhip with 
the - Houſe of Auſtria, and which might 
8 8 draw an advantage to itſelf from 
diſturbances in the Netherlands. From 
theſe and other topics of a like kind, they 


inferred that thoſe Imperial armies which 
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were now ſaid to be upon their march, and 
whoſe numbers were probably magnified by 


report, were leſs intended to overthrow the 
ancient conſtitution, than to make a diſplay | 
of the power of the Monarch, and to main 
tain the royal authority, which might with 
ſome reaſon be thought to have been ſhaken 
in the progreſs of the troubles in the pro- 
vinces. 

Amidſt thoſe various reaſonings, the Contt 
de Murray ſent a meſſage to the States of 
Brabant, in which he acquainted them 
that the troops which were ſtationed in 
different parts of the Low- Countries were 
ordered to concenter, and to encloſe the 


Province of Brabant; that the Sovereign, 


in giving this order, meant to put the 


obedience of the States to a trial; that if 


they did not oppoſe this concentering of his 
troops, he might be inclined to ſuſpend the 


march of that army which was now ad- 


vancing towards the Low-Countries, and 


might 
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might permit only: the regiment of Bender 5 
to enter into the Provinces. The States of 


Brabant, though they perceived that this 
movement and diſpoſition of the troops had 
for its object to curb and overawe that 
province, which was the principal ſeat of 

that vigorous reſiſtance which had riſen 


give a new proof of duty to the Prince, 


conſented freely to this meaſure. The 


forces in the Netherlands were permitted to 


concenter and encompaſs the Province of 


Brabant. The regiment of Ligne was 


— Dittebotk, «vgs W's 
| - neighbourhood of Bruſſels. The regiment 


of Bender, entering the Low- Countries, 


agaarriſoned the ſtrong city of Luxemburgh, 
ſituated on the confines of Germany. 

But the public attention was now directed 

to Vienna, and to the reception of the 

Flemiſh deputies at the Imperial Court, 


from which it was thought that the inte- 
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up againſt Government, yet, willing to 
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tions of the Sovereign might be beſt inter- 
preted. The Deputies of the States arrived 


at Vienna on the twelfth day of Auguſt, 
and on the third day after their arrixal were 


admitted to an audience of ſtate. Their re- 


ception at this audience gave no full aſſurance 
of the favourable diſpoſition of the Sovereign 
towards his Flemiſh ſubjects. The Em- 


peror beheld the Deputies with an angry 


eye, and when he had liſtened to thoſe 5 
profeſſions of duty with which they ac- 


companied the recital of their grievances, 


he replied ſhortly, that he was not to be 
moved by a vain diſplay of words, that 
his States in the Netherlands were highly 
culpable in his ſight, and that he had 
given 4 proof of the affection Which he 


bore them, in not employing againſt 


them that military force which he held 


at his command. He added, that before he 


explained himſelf with regard to the ſubjects 
of their complaints, the dignity of the 


Throne . 


— 
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Throne required that certain preliminary 
articles ſhould be executed, which he now | 
- communicated to them, and which he had 
commanded. the Count de Murray to com- 
muniĩcate to his States i in the Low-Countries. 


Theſe preliminary articles were in ſubſtance 


chiefly theſe, that all things in the provinces 


ſhould be placed on that footing on which 


they ſtood at the firſt of April; that the 


current ſubſidies, with their arrears, ſhould 


be paid into the Royal Treaſury; that the 


Seminary of Louvain ſhould be re-eſtabliſhed 


as well as that of Luxemburgh; that all 


perſons who had been diſplaced ſhould be 


reſtored to their employments, excepting the . 
Intendants and the Members of the new 
"Tribunals, about whom he wiſhed to take 


counſel with the States ; that the volunteer 
companies ſhould diſcontinue their martial 


exerciſes, and lay aſide the uniform and other 


| marks that they had aſſumed of military diſ- 


tinction. It was added, that if theſe articles 


were 


96 4 REVIEW or THE AFFAIRS OF 


"= not executed, the nation would draw 
on itſelf the heavy . of a Monarch's 

4 e ee e 

a The Deputies drew no „ fpbürsde omen 
from this audience; and when theſe preli- 

: minary articles were communicated by the 
Count de Murray to the States in the Lo W. 
Countries, the provinces were again enflamed 
with jealouſies and diſcontents. The States 
of Brabant prepared freſh remonſtrances, n 
which they complained that the juſt vin- 
dication of their privileges had been miſ- 

conſtrued into diſloyalty and revolt, and that 
thoſe marks of ſubmiſſion by which they = 
had fought to ſhew reſpe& to the Throne 
had not been able to conciliate the mind of 

the Prince. They repreſented, that the 
Soverei gn required the ſtrongeſt proofs of 
duty, even the grant of ſubſidies, whilſt 
he delayed to give ſatisfaction for the in- 

a fringements made on the conſtitution and 

declared, that though they were menaced 


with arms, wot from the engagements of 


the 5 
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TE Joyous Entry they could not comply 


with the preliminary articles, till ſecurity | 


was obtained for the redreſs of grievances. 
They added, that though they ſought only 


to oppoſe repreſentations to the will of the 
Prince, yet if any tumult or inſurrection 
ſhould take place in conſequence of thoſe 
articles that were now to be enforced, the 


States would not hold themſelves reſponſible 


ſeemed to draw near in which the terrors of 


military force were to be let looſe, and re- 
ports were revived, with greater likelihood 
of truth, that the Imperial armies were ad- 
vancing to the Low-Countries. +7 

But theſe dark appearances ſoon gave way 
to better proſpects. The Sovereign, when 
he had teſtified that diſpleaſure which he 
thought ſuitable to the dignity of the 
Throne, gave proofs of a mind, more con- 
ciliated towards his ſubjects i in the Nether- 


lands. He Per mitted communication to 


be 
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be ſecretly made to PE Deputies, that he 
entertained thoughts favourable to their - 
requeſts, though the dignity of the Crown | 

did not allow him to expreſs theſe ſenti- 
RE OY fully, till the preliminary articles 
were executed; that he had weighed in his | 

mind the complaints of the Provinces, and 

was diſpoſed to grant redreſs in the prin- 
cipal points, though he would not in all 
things acquieſce in their demands, as in the 


re- eſtabliſnment of convents, and in that 


nomination of Abbots which the Princes had 


been conſtrained to make. At the ſame 


time he admitted the Deputies to private 


conferences, where, laying aſide the majeſty. 
of the Monarch, he converſed with them on 


equal and familiar terms. He enquired - 
about the affairs of the Netherlands, and 


liſtened with the moſt marked attention to 
the account which the Deputies gave of the 
ſtate of that country. He declared, that 
he had never thought of enforcing his edicts | 
by 


by arms, and that the F lemings had 


frightened themſelves with vain terrors, in 


that apprehenſion of a military enrolment, 


and a territorial impoſt, which he had 


never intended to eſtabliſh in the Nether- 
lands. He profeſſed himſelf well-inclined 


to reſtore the Joyous Entry to its primitive 
| vigour, and intimated a defire of reviſiting. 


the Low-Countries, that he might take 


meaſures with the States for promoting the 


welfare of the people. The Deputies were 


highly fatisfied with this condeſcenſion and 


theſe aſſurances of the Sovereign, and that 


ſatisfaction was encreaſed by the public 


marks of honour that were ſhewn to them 
by the command of the Emperor. The 


Princes, the Governors of the Low- Coun- 


tries, received them with the ſame affability 


as at the Court of Bruſſels. The Miniſters of 


the Imperial Court conferred on them fignal 


teſtimonies of their eſteem, and the Deputies 


found themſelves entertained at Vienna with 
the 
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: the reſpect that was due to SRL repreſenta- 
tives of a nation that had gallantly main- 
tained its privileges. In the mean time, 
the Monarch facrificing his private friend- 
ſhip to the good of his ſubjects, gave a 
convincing proof of his attention to his 
States in the Netherlands, by appointing 
the Count de Trautmandſdorff Miniſter of the 
Low- Countries, in the room of the Count 
Belgiojoioſo. Reſpecting alſo the religious 1 
prejudices of the people, he recalled the 
Abbe Stoeger to Vienna. 
The intelligence that was now conveyed . 
to the Low -Countries diſpelled in a great 
degree thoſe doubts and diſcontents which 
the firſt notice of the preliminary articles 
had excited. The Count de Murray. alfo, 
in the beginning of September, made a 
communication to the States of Brabant, by 
which he acquainted them that when due 
ſatisfaction was made to the Throne, he 
was empowered, in the name of the Sove- 


- 


No 


/ 
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Z reign, to publiſh a declaration that would, 
be acceptable to the nation. But though 


the Governor-General preſſed the States to 
execute the preliminary articles „and though 
the Deputies , Who now. returned to Bruſſels, 
confirmed the account of the favourable in- 
tentions of the Em peror, ſome difficulties 
ſieem to have prevented the States from yield- 
ing a ready compliance to the requiſitions 
of the Sovereign. According to the ſtrict- 
neſs of the Joyous Entry, it was thought 
that the redreſs of grievances and of in- 
fringements on the conſtitution ought to 
precede that important act, the grant of 
ſubſidies. The re- eſtabliſhment of that Ge- 
neral Seminary of Louvain, whoſe hereſies 
had filled the minds of the devout Catholics 
with ſuch apprehenſions, was alſo become 


ſo odious to the people, that the execution 


of that article Was deemed almoſt imprac- 
ticable. In the mean time the volunteer 


ae were ſill arrayed in the military 


uniform, 
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s the reſpect that was due to the W 
tives of a nation that had gallantly main- 
tained its privileges. In the mean time, 


the Monarch ſacrificing his private friend- 


ſhip to the good of his ſubjects, gave a 


convincing proof of his attention to his 


States in the Netherlands, by appointing 


the Count de Trautmandſdorff Miniſter of the 
Low- Countries, in the room of the Count 
Belgiojoioſo. Reſpecting alſo the religious 
prejudices of the people, he recalled the 
Abbe Stoeger to Vienna. 

The intelligence that was now conveyed 
to the Low Countries diſpelled in a great 
degree thoſe doubts and diſcontents which 


the firſt notice of the preliminary articles 


had excited. The Count de Murray alſo, 
in the beginning of September, made a 
communication to the States of Brabant, by 
which he acquainted them that when due 
ſatisfaction was made to the Throne, he 


' reign, 


was empowered, in the name of the Sove- 
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teign, to publiſh. A declaration. that would i 
be acceptable to the nation. But though 


the Governor-General preſſed the States to 
execute the preliminary articles, and though 
the Deputies, who now returned to Bruſſels, 
confirmed the account of the favourable in- 
tentions of the Em peror, ſome difficulties 
ſeem to have prevented the States from yield- 
ing a ready compliance to the requiſitions 
of the Sovereign. Accordin g to the ſtrict- 
neſs of the Joyous Entry, it Was thought 
that the redreſs of grievances and of in 
fringements on the conſtitution ought to 
precede that important act, the grant of 
ſubſidies. The re-eſtabliſhment of that Ge- 
neral Seminary of Louvain, whoſe hereſies 
had filled the minds of the devout Catholics 
with ſuch apprehenſions, was alſo become 
ſo odious to the people, that the execution 
of that article was deemed almoſt imprac- 
ticable. In the mean time the volunteer 


companies were ill arrayed in the military 


uniform, 
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an 8 


uniform, and exerciſed themſelves in arms 


under their reſpective ſtandards. 


Whilſt the-S fates of Brabant ddayel: to 


execute the preliminary articles, and whilſt 


the Count de Murray, unwilling to purſue 


violent meaſures, and hoping for the ſpeedy 


compliance of the States, withheld the de- 
_ claration of the Prince, a ſudden tumult 
aroſe at Bruſſels, on the 20th of September, 


that threatened | to make a dangerous rup- 


ture. On that day, the volunteers had con- 


ſented to lay down their arms, and had fig- 


' nified their purpoſe to the Governor-Gene- 
ral, but had not yet carried it into effect, 
when an Officer high 1 in rank, not apprized 
of this ſubmiſſion, gave a raſh order to his 
ſoldiers to diſarm the volunteers by force. In 
_ conſequence of this order, forme volun teers 


paſſing through the ſtreets were topped by 


the ſoldiers, and were required in haughty 
terms to take the cockade from their hats, 
and to lay down their arms. At the ſame 
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time a body of the military entering the city, 


an alarm was taken that Bruſſels was to be IE. 1 | 
ſubdued by the might of the army. A general 
uproar enſued: the volunteers ran on all ſides 5 1 | 
to take arms. Where the ſoldiers and OT 
volunteers met in ſmall parties in the ſtreets, 


. — —ũ—6—̈—ä 44 — 


— 


| they fired on each other, and ſome were 
a wounded and flain on both ſides. The mili- 
1 tary formed in a body i in the Place- Royale; . 
the volunteers drew up in the Grand-Place. Wo 
The citizens unpaved the ſtreets, that from 5 ] | ; 
their houſes they might with ſtones over - | | 


a — rr by 


| whelm the ſoldiers as they paſſed along: 
The peaſants ruſhed from the country into 
the city, armed with ſuch inſtruments as 
they employed in their huſbandry. A fierce and 
bloody conteſt was now to be apprehended : 


the Count de Murray, in his way to the 


Aſſembly-houſe of the States, narrowly el= - 
caped danger from the volunteers, who 
through miſtake impu ted to him' the order 
that had been given for diſarming their 
1 com- 
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companies. By the temperate conduct of the 
Governor- General of the States this tumult 
was happily ſuppreſt: the military were 
withdrawn, and the volunteers patrolled 
freely through the ſtreets. But from many 
incidents Which occurred on that day, it 
was ſeen that the Brabanters wanted not 
courage to reſiſt an armed force, and to en- 
counter danger in defence of their liberties. 
This tumult had the effect of haſtening 
an accommodation. On that ſame day the 
States of Brabant voted, that the ſubſidies, 
or ſums equivalent to the ſubſidies, ſhould be 
forthwith paid into the Royal Treaſury, and 
having given this proof of duty, they pre- 
ſented an addreſs to the Count de Murray, 
praying that he would gratify the nation by : 
publiſhing the declaration of the Throne, and 
requeſting that they might be permitted to 
make repreſentations to the Sovereign with 
regard to the General Seminary of Louyain, 
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At the ſame time the volustedrs big aſide 
the uniform and other marks of diſtinction. 
In conſequence of this ſatisfaction, on the 
next day, the 21ſt of September, an impor- 
tant day in the annals of the Low-Coun- 
tries, the Count de Murray publiſhed the 
declaration from the Throne, and having 5 = 
expreſſed the pleaſure which he found, YH 
that he was now at liberty to diſcloſe the 9 f 


gracious purpoſes of the Sovereign, he 0 
ſignified that his Imperial Majeſty was ' 
pleaſed to declare, that the fundamental | 
| laws of the Province and the Joyous Entry | 
ſhould remain entire as well for the Clergy | : | 
as for the Civil Order ; that the new Tribu- | 
nals ſhould be ſuppreſſed, and the ancient iq 


Courts of Judicature in the Province of bl 
Brabant ſhould reſume their juriſdiction ; that 
the Office of the Intendant and his Com 1 
miſſary ſhould be aboliſhed; that the States I : 
ſhould remain on the ancient footing, and . : 
retain W Committee ; that the Abbey- 


H 2 houſes. 
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Pages whoſe Heads had a right to a place 
in the Aſſembly of the States, ſhould be 
maintained and ſupplied with Abbots ; that 
the Sovereign would conſult with the States 
about all objects which were thought in- 
fractions of the Joyous Entry, and would 
take meaſures for granting redreſs. This 
ample declaration ſpread univerſal joy through 
_ Bruſſels. The ſtreets of that city, Which 

on the preceding day had preſented a ſcene 
of war and ſlaughter, now reſounded with 
the ſhouts of gladneſs and exultation. Illu- 
minations, diſcharges of artillery from the 
ramparts, and other marks of feſtivity declared 
the general ſatisfaction, whilſt the citizens 
mutually congratulated each other on this 
happy termination of the troubles. A de- 
claration of a like import with that which 
had been made to the Province of Brabant, 
was alſo ſignified by the Count de Murray to 
the other Provinces, and was received with 
equal demonſtrations of joy. Solemn maſſes 


Were 
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\ 


were ſaid in the churches, to return thanks to 
| Heaven for the fair proſpect. that was now. 

| ops of public tranquility. _ 

Thus the efforts of a brave nation to 


preſerve their liberties entire were cect 
with merited ſucceſs. The higheſt eulo- 
giums are due to thoſe illuſtrious patriots, 
who firſt ſtood forth in the defence of their 
rights, who called on their fellow citizens 
to oppoſe the growth of arbitrary power, 
and to whoſe exertion it is in a great mea- 
ſure owing that the Auſtrian Netherlands 
ſtill hold a place among the free countries 
of Europe. Neither is praiſe to be de- 
nied to the Monarch, who having been 
ſurprized into meaſures hurtful to his States, 
did not perſiſt in them, when their evil 
tendency was duly explained, who ſet 
bounds to the intemperance of religious 
zeal, and who, in yielding to the de- ; 

fires of his people, maintained the dignity 
of the Crown. At the ſame time an im- 


„ portant 


\ 


. | F 
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portant leflon 1s given. to Princes, that they 


- - ought not to liſten too eaſily to the coun- 


ſels of indiſcreet Miniſters, nor ſhould per- 
mit themſelves, through too eager a ſpirit 
of reform, or from uncertain views of pub · 
lie good, to make raſh innovations in a 
conſtitution that through ages has wrought 
the happineſs of their ſubjects. 

The remaining tranſactions of the year 
may be comprized in a ſhort narrative. 
The Emperor did not long delay to ratify 
the declaration which had been made in his 
name by the Count de Murray. The 
States of Brabant, and the other Pro- 
vinces, by loyal and warm addreſſes, teſti- 
fied their gratitude for that confirmation” 
of liberties, which the nation now received 
from the juſtice of ah enlightened Mo- 
narch. The voice of the country alſo 
gave juſt applauſes to thoſe citizens who had 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the public cauſe. 
Nor were the volunteers forgotten, whoſe 


arms 


arms Abs maititaibad __ onder i in the State 


during the troubles, and who now gave up | 


to the cities the aria under which TOR 
had ſerved. s | 


. Ko 3 OE Oudenarde, whoſe handles or 
caſtlewick had exerted itſelf in the defence of liberty, 
mentions an inſtance of the honours that were now paid 
to patriotic virtue. To a ſolemn maſs, which was cele- 
brated at Oudenarde by the Biſhop of Ghent, on account 


of the confirmation of liberty, and at which all the Nobles | 


of the cafllewick with their families aſſiſted, ſacceeded a 
ſplendid entertainment and ball. In the midſt of the fef- 


tivity, one of the Nobles, havin g addrefled a ſhort diſcourſe 


do a citizen who had moſt proved his zeal in the public cauſe, 


| preſented him! in the name of the caſtlewick with a gold medal, 


on which was engraven an inſcrĩption ſ aitable to the occaſion. 


The ladies alſo, as an expreſſion, no leſs pleaſing, of their 
eſteem, having recited ſome verſes in praiſe of this patriot, 


placed before him a garland which they had compoſed of 


the rareſt flowers. It is added, that the citizen, whoſe firm 


mind had not been ſhaken by threats or promiſes, was 0 | 


much overpowered by thoſe marks of public reſpect, that 
with difficulty, in a faultering voice and a few broken ſen- 
tences, he was able to make 2 ſhort reply to thoſe applauſes 
that-were now beſtowed upon him. N 7 


In 


* 
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In October the Comp de Trautmaniſdor 
| WP at Bruſſels, and entered on his e ö 
as Miniſter, with the public opinion much 
impreſſed in his favour. Soon after his ar- 
rival the States of Brabant were called upon 
to execute thoſe preliminary articles which 
were wanting to complete that fatisfaction 
which the Sovereign required. That article 
was firſt propoſed which related to perſons 
who had been diſmiſſed from their employ- 
ments. The Chancellor of Brabant, having 
accepted the place of Judge of the new 
Tribunal, and having lent his name and 
authority to unwarrantable acts, was Jud ged 
to have fallen from his high office. The 
States now conſented that he ſhould be re- 
inſtated, and he was permitted to take his 
feat in the Council of Brabant, though not . 
without ſome marks of diſreſpect from the | 
| populace : other perſons who had been caſt . 


from their em ployment ts were alſo reſtored. 
The re-eſtabliſhment of the Seminary of 


Louvain 
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Lia was next inſiſted on but though 
that Seminary was now preſented under A 
more conciliating aſpect, it was till ſo 
ſtrongly oppoſed by popular pre; udices, that 
the Miniſter conſented to ſuſpend the execu- 
tion of that article, till new repreſentations 
| had been laid before the Throne. In the 
beginning of December, the States of Bra- 
bant, who had been fo long aſſembled, 
and had rendered ſuch ſignal ſervices to the 
nation, at length ſeparated, having replaced 

the ſubſidies on the ancient footing, and 
having preſented an addreſs to the Sovereign, 
in which they prayed that the Princes, the 
Governors-General, might be ſpeedily ſent 
back to the Low-Countries. 
From the arran gements which were now 
made, it might ſeem that the year, which 
had begun with ſo alarming an appearance, 
would have concluded in perfect tranquility; 
but from many ſymptoms it was perceived 
that the agitation in the Provinces had not 


quite 
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nite - ſubſided, and that entire confidence 
. had not yet taken place between the Prince 
and his ſubjects. The people ſtill retained 
fears and apprehenſions, and on many oc- 
eaſions betrayed an extreme jealouſy of the 
Royal power: the Sovereign alſo was thought 
to entertain too warm a reſentment on account 
0 that reſiſtance which had been made to his 
authority, and ſome acts were complained of 
as undue ſtretehes of prerogative. A ground 
of miſunderſtanding likewiſe remained in that 
Seminary of Louvain, which the Emperor 
ſeemed bent to eſtabliſh, and to which the 
_ clergy, ſeconded by a large party in the Ha 
tion, made a vigorous oppoſition. But theſe 
were thou ght too flight cauſes to create new 
diſturbances, and it was judged that a little 
time would reſtore concord between the 
Prince and his people, and would bring 
back calm and ſerenity to the Flemiſh Pio. 
vinces. | 


e 
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The year 1787 now came to 4 cloſe. 
It was ſignified that the Princes were to re- 
turn to the Netherlands i in the. beginning of - 


the enſuing year, 105 their coming, which 


would give to the Court of Bruſſels its uſual 
ſplendor, was expected alſo to be favourable 


to the public quiet. The thoughts of the 
Monarch were fixed on a diſtant part of 


. Europe. - 'A war between the Turks and the 


Ruſſians, to Which the Crimes had given 
birth, was already” begun on the ſhores of 
the Euxine Sea, and the movements of the 


Imperial troops, at the concluſion of the | 
year, diſcloſed the ſecret of the conferences 5 
which had been held in the FG. at Chet. | 


ſon, and the determination which the Em- 
peror had taken to maintain the intereſts of 


his ally, the Empreſs . of Ruſſia. The 


Auſtrian and Ruſſian armies, combining to- 
gether againſt the Ottoman empire, ſeemed 
to menace the Turks with no ſmall danger, 


and 
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